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For the Fast and the Timorous

|
| An Auto Touring Track Offers

The Fast and the Timorous
| A Safer Way to Race Hot Cars
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rremELL FRiEnMaN drives @ Ger-

man-made Audi 54, designed 10 g0

150 milles per hour ar meare for lang

stretches. But the $8-year-old New

Jersey businessman has never come
clnse to pushing the nesdle that far.

Although he's fascinsted with fast cors,
Mr. Fricdman confiesses to being " bit scared. Be-
sides, I've got two young childron, and my wife
woa't bet e drive Gt

He and other 1S, drivers Searful that thelr cars’
capabilities exoed their own have anotber aption
om e horizoer bouring, a deceptively sedate nams
for a pastime that strives (o preserve the pulse-
poumding speed of competitive racing but eliminate
fith spectacular somash-aps.

Origimated in Europe, the
concept Is being Introduced
In the LLE, with one of the
first tovaring trcis wnder con-
struction in Monticells, RY.
Abm expected ot of £50mi-
Hom, 1% schedaled to open
next year.
Tourers typically drive
st on wide, specially paved
private racetracks with
plenty of room for crmor. An Instructor esually sits
in the passenger seat telling drivers how fast or
slow to go as They pegotiate straightaways, the
quick-successbon of beft-right turns bn chicases and
the abrugn change of direction n hatrpins. Cars on
the comrse stay out of sight of each cther—often up
10 & half-mile apart. Passing ksn't allowed. Speeds
can reach up to 200 mph, instroctor permirting.
“Touring i a safe way to gt 10 know your car
without it ending up in a gamge or yom In hospital®
says Mark Hales, a British moer and asto journaiis
whi's been hired to teach st the Mosticello trac
mml%ah[w m‘?r!-ldmd-

Comtimued from page A7

dynamics, fecl-injection systems and
earban-Mbar bodies that have made
potadtile [ighrweight cars that csn ex-
ceed 230 mph. “If you drive through
sery number of upscale peighborhoods
witha loven ey, you'll see all these shiny
new cars just shitlng in parages,” Mr
Kaplan says.

Im e Mew Yiork area—where bank-
#rs Eni] beokers bave born enriched by a
ullish stnck market -~ the demand s 5o
great that the wall for 8 Lamborghini
can be ahout a year and about two Pedrs
far & Ferrarl, severad local dealers sdy.

The [mizlation fee at the Montiosllo
traaac il e tagy 1 S IMBEMNE, wittfy o]
dues af up to 37500 depending on how
often members will use the track. M.
Kagplar sy memsbership will be limieed
ton T amd he has signed up shout 100,
with a poal of neaciing 200 by the lime
of th Bacllity’s opening next spring.

James Glickenhams, n New York
msoney manager and formsr movie pro-
ducer, 1§ an aarly joiner. Ome of his W
Ferraris 15 a 545 million sparts coups
custom muds by famed coach bailder
Pininfarina SpA that can reach 233
mph, which he kas deiven an fouaring
tracks In Spain, Germany asd Iealy.
“wisem | drive It, T do I§ very canefully
and can't afford i be around other
poople,” Mr. Glickenlags sy,

Afer aifting through motor-vehicle
rerrets, Wi Kaplan says he Soumed 1kt the
Naortheast—especially New ork, New Jer-
sy, Commecticut, Perttsyhvania aed Mas-
sachusetis—had the highest concettrs
them of fxst-cor cwners im the nation.

Fapsrts sy that car owners in other
metrn areas—Los Angebes, Chicagn, San
Francdsco and Phoentt—bave expressed
interesd bn tomring Eracks, Several dre on
the dewwing board, incleding ones in
Fenmsylvnnia and New Hampshine,

=H these tracks can be bailt with an
eloment of safety to them.™ says Kot

bsebiind the Driwe & Race Club, says he wan't inler-
ested in buailding a track whsere amabeurs can rsce
each oiher; there's already about thrve dozen of
i, The track s nod for someone “lookdig 1o be
pext to some crazy kid wiho's trying to beat him,”
e says. but for “someone who wasts bo be with
arys with fast cars who are just a8 seared ashe "

Mestled kn the Catskill Mountaing foothills
abput B0 miles nortinwest of New York Ciry, the fs-
cillity i being bl a1 o time when well-heeled baky
hoomers have been buying expensive, high-per-
formance aufomobiles capable of race-Car speeds.

Their appetite |s stoked by sdvances in aero-
o page A9

| Michael Kaplan, a former mergers-and-acquisi-

tions attorney who is leading the investor group

behind the Drive & Race Club, |

Jobnsion, a Callforrls-based racisg in-
structor, =1 cam seo these types of clubs
readly taking ofl.”

Building a kigh-speed course for
smateurs, especially for drivers pro-
tective of their expessive sports cars,
|=n't am easy task. To comstruct the
Monticello course, Mr. Kaplan hes
turesed to former racers and eogineers
At RButgers University and the Massx-
chusetes Institute of Technology. Fac-
tors 1o he conssdened: the grovitational
forces on the driver that can equal
those on a fighter-jet pilot and Uhe &iM-
eulty of stopping at high sperds,

~When yeou're going s 180 mph and
yoil it the brakes on, § feels like you
Bave ni brakes ot all® amis Brias Red-
nam, 4 -year-cld former Brigish racing
champlon amd & Monticello corsaltant.
At about 15 miles, the Monticelo track
will b o of b bongest in the spart.
Saraightaweys ane twice the width of 2
L8, higgwwrnry lisne, Arcumd comner, they
will b triple the formal width

Special “high-friction™ darfaces will
b Isstalled cm the bends and other
tricky spots i keep ibe stray Porsche
fircan akittering off the track The outer
fringes will be kaid vith two typis of sur-
s onaere nspialt for grester tine grip
andl & rubber comgosite for brisging the
car bo a faster sof,

The course mimnders (hroagh 335
acres of rollisg hills. Ai ik strakghiest
paint. it stretches for about & mile—
great for high speeds, The rest of the
cours s broken up by halrpa turn,
enricarmngs o beods

Thee chul huis hiswed an MIT researcher
10 Set i Camerns on the track, in cars
amd #t the clabhouse b filsn members as
1y wind thelr way aromund the course,
Anabyses of the footage tan help drivers
improve thelr perfanmanon. MITs Age-
Lah views the chily 45 3 rare oppornusey
io study the refleces of agping babny-
st behind the wheel -




